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Email *

kmckinley@thefirstteenorthernmichigan.org

Kevin McKinley, PGA

First Tee Northern Michigan

2002

2024 Youth Player Development Award
Candidate Bio Form
Please submit this form no later than Friday, September 29, 2023 at 4pm.

Name of Nominee: *

Facility Employed at: *

Year Elected to Membership: *
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First Tee of Northern Michigan, led by Kevin McKinley, conducts summer programs at the following 
locations....Harbor Springs, Gaylord, Elk Rapids, Cheboygan, Indian River and Mackinaw City.  These 
programs consist of weeklong camps, summer long (weekly) programs, PGA Junior League (2 locations), 
Fall League and learn to golf clinics.  In the summer of 2023, First Tee saw 733 kids through these 
programs.  In addition, First Tee scheduled school visits in 7 different school districts including Petoskey, 
Petoskey St. Michael, Harbor Springs, Inland Lakes, Pellston, Alanson and Bishop Baraga in Cheboygan.  
Through these programs, Kevin was able to introduce golf to over 2400 kids.  During the 2023-24 school 
year, Kevin has set a goal to increase the number of districts to 15 and increase the number of kids 
impacted to 5000.  This lofty goal is well within reach as Kevin has already added 4 additional schools to 
date.  In addition, First Tee attended 2 YMCA camps this summer to introduce golf to over 40 kids each 
time.  Kevin and the First Tee crew also gave 4 weeks of lessons to 3 individuals with Autism through the 
Northern Michigan Autism Association.  Finally, Kevin and the First Tee were able to conduct clinics with the 
Challenge Mountain Spirit Day Camp for 3 consecutive weeks introducing golf to over 75 individuals with 
either physical or mental disabilities.  The recent Fall League that Kevin initiated saw 21 kids in a 4-week 
program that included one clinic and one play day per week.  Kevin was able to give the kids access to 
Belvedere GC, True North GC, Wequetonsing GC and Walloon Lake CC through this program.  Kevin also was 
able to conduct the first of its kind (locally and nationally) Military Junior Event this year at Boyne Mountain.  
This event brought First Tee Core Values to life by allowing a junior golfer to play a competitive 9 holes with 
a military veteran as their partner.

Kevin was an early adopter of PGA Junior League and was the first in the Section to create an "in house" 
league which is now a popular trend around the state.  Kevin was also a beta test site for PGA Family Cup 
which is now called PGA Family Golf when he was at Treetops.  This year, Kevin will earn the 
GAMECHANGER Award as an individual who had multiple PGA Junior League Teams (one in Gaylord and 
one in Harbor Springs) as well as the initiator of a PGA Family Golf Event which saw 19 teams compete at 
Indian River GC.  Although Kevin has not chaired a PD Committee, he does currently sit on the national Adult 
Player Development Committee and was responsible as President of the Section for appointing Steph 
Jennings as the Growth of the Game Committee Chair.

Please describe each of the programs conducted to grow the game amongst youth at your
facility, in the community, in the Michigan Section and nationally including the number of
consumers who have attended these programs  in 350 words or less:

*

Please describe your contributions to youth golf programs in the Section and on a national level
including service as a chairperson or as a member of the player development committee in 150
words or less:

*
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As the Executive Director of the First Tee of Northern Michigan, Kevin quickly set out to secure a PGA PGM 
Intern to help conduct programs in the summer of 2023.  Kevin reached out to every PGA PGM University 
and received a nice response from a majority of the Internship coordinators although many of the students 
had already been placed by the time Kevin was in his position.  However, Kevin was able to secure an intern 
from University of Colorado at Colorado Springs and mentored Ian from the start to the finish of his 
internship.    In regard to PGA Junior League, although unaffiliated with a particular course, Kevin set up an 
impressive schedule for the kids and effectively communicated with the professionals at these facilities to 
ensure success.  Kevin also hosted a PGA Family Golf Event at Indian River Golf Club and inspired PGA GM 
Corey Crowell who was thrilled to host us and was excited to share photos from the event with his 
membership.  As an officer of the Michigan Section, Kevin effectively communicated with Section 
Professionals and Associates through his video updates.  These updates often included information about 
PGA Junior League and other Youth Player Development initiatives.  Kevin was also instrumental in creating 
the Michigan PGA Grant Program including lobbying for a Program of the Year award that has been a 
constant since he was in office.  Kevin was adamant that the program of the year not only receive additional 
funds but it was also to be celebrated in front of other professionals at a Michigan Section Meeting.

Kevin's image within the Youth Player Development space has certainly been enhanced with his new role of 
Executive Director at the First Tee-Northern Michigan.  However, Kevin has long been a supporter of PGA of 
America growth the game initiatives especially in regard to PGA Junior League and PGA Family Golf.  As the 
first facility to create an in house league, Kevin would often share the benefits of this with peers.  Kevin will 
now continue to beat the drum of the importance of golf in schools and lead by example by pushing towards 
impacting 5000 kids in 2023-24.  Kevin will be open to training any PGA Professional interested on how to 
conduct Golf in Schools programming and who and how to contact teachers and administrators.  

Please describe your involvement and significant leadership contributions through mentoring
and sharing with other PGA Professionals about Youth Player Development and Growing the
Game in 250 words or less:

*

Please describe your image and leadership in the area of youth golf and your overall integrity in
250 words or less:

*
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2017 PGA of America Patriot Award
2013 Michigan Section Patriot Award
2015 Michigan Section Patriot Award
2016 Michigan Section Patriot Award
2017 Michigan Section Golf Professional of the Year
2018 Michigan Section Bill Strausbaugh Award
2019 Michigan Section Professional Development Award
2022 Michigan Section Golf Executive of the Year

This form was created inside of PGA HQ and sections - all Google users.

List any other PGA Section or National Awards you've received and the year(s) you received
them (50 word limit): 

*
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